International Symposium / Workshop on Natural Dyes

6-12 November 2006

Hyderabad,  India

Initial Brochure

Natural dyeing symbolizes craft practices which reflect a harmonious, sustainable relationship with the eco system and the local plant reservoir. It is the unique repository of community knowledge and inherited skills, wherein every region in the world has its own techniques and specialized process of natural dyeing.

Today with the mounting awareness of the damage wreaked on the environment by chemical dyes, the destruction of plant life and pollution of soil and water resources etc, natural dyes are gradually staging a come back.

There is a clear renewal of interest throughout the world in natural dyes which are seen as renewable resources whose potential has to be investigated with ways of optimizing production and development.

The initiative taken by UNESCO to organize an International Symposium/Workshop on natural dyes in India in2006 represents the ideal opportunity to take stock of as fully as possible, current knowledge and practices of natural dyeing in traditional and contemporary textiles  in the whole world today.

Crafts Council of India has been chosen as UNESCO’s partner in this event as the most competent authority in India to pull together the different strands of knowledge and practices in India and  the Asia Pacific region.

The Symposium will be held in Hyderabad 6-12 November 2006.

The Symposium will have the support of the Office of the Development Commissioner (Handicrafts) Government of India.

The program will comprise a seminar covering technical ecological and sociological aspects.

Demonstration workshops covering traditional indigo vats, tannin, black, reds and other mordant dyes around the world. Textile decoration techniques will also be covered.

Crafts Council of India is happy to work in close collaboration with Dastkar Andhra an NGO with years of hands on experience in disseminating technology to weavers.

The closing ceremony will features a spectacular fashion show with clothes and accessories by designers from all over the world.

The conference venue will be the state of the art Shilpakala Vedica,a modern well equipped auditorium and ideal location situated as it is next to Shilparama the craft village, the National Institute of Fashion Technology and Hi Tech City.

Please consider this as an early invitation. A more detailed brochure will follow in January 2006. We look forward to your active participation 

About Hyderabad

Hyderabad, the capital city of Andhra Pradesh in South India is a bustling 400 year old metropolis. It is a cosmopolitan city richly endowed with a variety of cultures. The city of Hyderabad presents an attractive amalgam of old world charm together with the ebullience of growth and enterprise. Beautiful old edifices built in the medieval, Mughal Colonial and Indo Sarascenic styles abound, rubbing shoulders with large glass and chrome buildings of information technology.

Registration Fees

                         Developed                Developing                 Indian           CCI

                         Countries                   Countries         

Early Bird           $400                         $300                       INR4000.        INR3000.   .  

Regular                $450                         $350                      INR5000          INR4000.
The Registration fee includes the following:

· Airport transfers

· Local transportation for the Symposium and Field trips

· Lunch and tea during the Symposium

· Symposium kit and papers
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